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The Team for Research in Adolescent and Childhood 
Palliation and Grief, now fondly known as TRAC -PG,  
began as an interest group within the Child Health 
Evaluative Sciences, Research Institute at SickKids in 
2003 by Dr. Beverley Antle,PhD, Dr. Maru Barrera, 
Phd and Laura Beaune, MSW.

TRAC-PG is an interdisciplinary team of researchers 
and research clinicians with a special interest in 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���S�D�O�O�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���J�U�L�H�I���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����2�X�U��
aim is to collaborate and develop a cohesive program 
of research with respect to further understanding the 
living, dying and bereavement experience of infants, 
children and adolescents with life threatening 
illnesses and their families to generate new 
knowledge and integrate evidence based palliative 
care across health care systems.

As of 2009, we now have over $2 million in research 
grants, 13 community partners,  several publications, 
21 members and 9 active studies.

TRAC �±PG  Initiatives:
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Research

�‡Bi- annual Newsletter

�‡Website (www.tracpg.ca)

Advisory Board
Cathy Bankert, Parent
Malcolm Berry, Parent, Development Officer, GEP, SickKids 
Foundation
Mitch Blum, Parent
Dr. Mark Greenberg, MD, Senior Physician Haematology/Oncology, 
SickKids, Medical Director, Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario 
(POGO) and POGO Chair in Childhood Cancer Control, University of 
Toronto
Julie Lachance, Senior policy analyst, Palliative and End of Life Care, 
Health Canada
Alison Quigley, Executive Director, Child Health Network
Karen Spalding, RN, PhD, Program Director, Master of Nursing, 
Ryerson University, VP Child and Youth Home Care Network

Executive
Dr. Maru Barrera, PhD 
Maru is a psychologist with the Division of 
Haematology/Oncology and a Senior Scientist within the 
Research Institute at SickKids. Maru also is an Associate 
Professor in several academic programs at the University of 
Toronto.
Laura Beaune, MSW, Res. Dip. SW 
Laura is the Research Coordinator for the Palliative and 
Bereavement Care Service and a Project Director within the 
Research Institute/SickKids.
Dr. Christine Newman, MD 
Christine is the palliative care physician at SickKids.

Members (Investigators & Co - Investigators)
Susan Cadell PhD, MSW, Wilfred Laurier University
Ceilidh Eaton -Russell, Child Life Specialist, Max and Beatrice Wolfe 
�&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���3�D�O�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���*�U�L�H�I
Lori Ives -Baine, RN, Palliative and Bereavement Care 
Coordinator/NICU, SickKids 
Anna Cooper, RN, Child and Family Services, CCAC Toronto
Anne Marie Maloney, APN/CNS, Haematology/Oncology, SickKids
Dr. David Nicholas, PhD, Faculty of Social Work, University of Alberta
Christopher Obwanga, Research Coordinator, Temmy Latner Centre
Maria Rugg, CNS/NP, Nurse Practioner, Palliative and Bereavement 
Care Service, SickKids
Dr. Adam Rapoport, MD, Paediatrician, Sick Kids
Dr. Rose Steele, RN, PhD, Professor, York University School of Nursing
Kim Widger, RN, PhD (c), University of Toronto

�‡Links to Blogs

�‡Family Connections

�‡Resource Links

�‡Map of Services across the 
country

�‡Photo Gallery

�‡Opportunities to join a research 
study and to learn about being 
part of research studies

�‡Information about palliative care,  
dying grief, legacy work and 
bereavement

�‡Newsletters with a Family  Corner

Associate Members/Collaborators
monthly meetings. 
Susan Awrey, RN, b.r.a.i.nchild
Dr. Nadine Cross, PhD, Nursing, York University
Dr. Jonathan Hellmann, MD, Clinical Director of the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit, SickKids
Dr. Amna Hussain, Palliative Care Physician, Temmy Latner Centre for 
Palliative Care, Mt. Sinai Hospital
Dr. Gail Lindsay, PhD, Nursing, University of Ontario Institute 
ofTechnology
Dr. Lillian Sung, MD, PhD, Physician, Haematology/Oncology/SickKids
Deborah Tomlinson, RN, Haem/Onc, SickKids

�‡Parental growth and stress

�‡Systems evaluation

�‡Parental hope when a child has cancer

�‡Sibling, parental and friend bereavement

�‡Interventions to improve communication at 
end of life

�‡Advance care planning

�‡Psychosocial and health care consequences 
of SARS

�‡National surveillance project

�‡Nutritioanl failure at end of life

�‡Health care transitions for adolescents and 
youn adults

�‡Efficacy of sublingually delivered 
ophthalmic atropine

�‡�)�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���J�U�L�H�I

Examples of our studies:


