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TRAC-PG New Website am for Research in Adolescent and Childhood
support new innovations in children’s palliative
Research Symposium support: grant writing, program/evaluation
ivities related to research, clinical projects with an
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r seed grant research projects.
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Dr. Gail Lindsay, PhD, Nursing, University of Ontario Institute of Technology
Welcome to the TRAC-PG Website! - www.tracpg.ca

Congratulations: Seeing as TRAC-PG is a fast growing team, we felt the next step was to make research
information and resources regarding palliative and bereavement care readily available
on the net. And thus, our website was born!

The website is filled with details for children and families, health care providers, vol-
G W unteers and anyone else interested in finding out more about pediatric palliative care.

who is a CIHR

Fellowship . . . .
Wi community resources, research opportunities, policy and advocacy initiatives, and offer

aplace where families and health care providers can connect with one another.

We are proud to provide lots of information about end-of-life care, research and
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al triangulation in a study of social support for
ediatric Oncology Nursing 7(6), 194-200.

old. In August 1996 I was 12 and my brother Jeff
th two malignant brain tumors. This is my story.

nding, in the atrium at Sick Kids when my
Life as I knew it changed at that moment. Al-
ow 27 years old, my family’s experience with

Lyt e B t on all of our lives. It took me a long time to heal
oot B hat being the sibling of a child who had cancer
M.N.. C.P. Bioethics! is tumors were discovered relatively early, and
treatment on Christmas Eve and his tumors were

the fact that Jeff was treated in Toronto, two
ith my brother’s treatment as I wanted to be. I
at was going on. But because I was “stuck” at
activity that I could. I did anything outside of
se. I tried to preoccupy every moment of my day
r.

was explained to me that Jeff’s chance of sur-
vival was 85%. My parents told me this but I thought they were lying. I thought they were
saying this so that I would not worry. Instead, I constantly feared the worst. I was convinced
that my brother was dying. I was also told that there was no chance of me developing the
same tumors that Jeff did. Again I struggled believing this. I was almost certain that I would
develop the same cancer. I especially felt this way a couple of years later when I turned 15, and
was the same age that Jeff was when he was diagnosed.

Luckily for me, one of my mother’s friends recognized that I was struggling and she became
my main support system during this period in my life. I truly believe that without her I would
have struggled much more throughout this experience. If I could offer any advice to parents it
would be to ask for help from family and friends. Although parents may not be able to support
healthy children during a child’s cancer treatment, they do need support.”

Jodi can be contacted at jodi.hamelin@utoronto.ca. Jodiis a part-time research assistant with
TRAC-PG and recently graduated with her MSW from UofT.
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Steele, R., Bosma, H., Fletcher Johnston, M., Cadell, S., Davies, B., Siden, H.,
Straatman, L. (2008) Research priorities in pediatric palliative care: A delphi
study Journal of Palliative Care, 24, 229-287

Widger, K. & Picot, K. (2008) Parents’ perceptions of the quality of pediatric
and perinatal end-of-life care Pediatric Nursing, 34(1), 53-58

Rapaport, A. (May/June 2008) A place to die: The case for paediatric inpatient
hospices Paediatric Child Health, 13(5), 369-370

Straatman, L., Cadell, S., Davies, B., Siden, H. & Steele, R. (2008 In Press) Up
date on pediatric palliative care research: Development of a new emerging
team Paediatrics and Child Health
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