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Children’s Palliative Care in Africa: the comprehensive new textbook
Children’s Palliative Care in Africa is a new textbook aiming to respond to the enormous and growing need for children’s palliative care services across the continent. 

About 90% of all HIV positive children of the world live in sub-Saharan Africa. In South Africa alone, about 100,000 infants contract HIV infection perinatally every year and mortality is 80% in children under 7 years of age. Out of the 166,000 children a year diagnosed with cancer, 84% of these are in the developing world. Despite the demand, provision of children’s palliative care service in Africa, is almost non-existent, with very few health workers trained and confident enough to care for children.

About Children’s Palliative Care in Africa 
This comprehensive textbook is written by practitioners working in Africa specifically to meet the palliative care needs of children. 

Children’s Palliative Care in Africa provides practical guidance by improving access to, and delivery of, palliative care in this demanding setting. 
Written by a group with wide experience of caring for children with life-limiting illnesses in Africa, and edited by Dr. Justin Amery, the textbook addresses key palliative care themes, which are crucial to expanding the provision of children’s palliative care. 
Key features include
· A focus on practice first and foremost
· Easy to follow guide for everyday use

· A balance between action and reflection

· Encouraging learning and reflection from day-to-day practice

· Newly created African CPC formulary 

· Suitability for other resource-poor settings
Contents

· Basics of children’s palliative care including communication with children, assessment, play and education

· Symptom control 

· Holistic care including psychosocial and family care, pre-bereavement and bereavement, spirituality, ethics and law

· Palliative care for adolescents

· Caring for children at the end of life

· Caring for yourself

· African CPC formulary

Who the book is aimed at
The book should be of interest to three groups of readers:

· Those working with children with HIV/AIDS (for whom palliative care should be an essential part of treatment)

· Those working in the adult palliative care sector (many of whom also care for children)

· Those working in other paediatric and child health specialities

While the book is primarily aimed at health and social care professionals, and is written with sufficient depth to be of use to specialists, its style is accessible for a range of other people concerned and involved in the care and treatment of children with life-limiting illnesses. 

How to obtain a copy of the textbook

The textbook is available to download free of charge in full or by individual chapters from the International Children’s Palliative Care Network’s website.
Access ICPCN’s website and download the book here 
In addition, hard copies are available to purchase from Hospice Palliative Care Association of South Africa: www.hospicepalliativecaresa.co.za or directly through Oxford University Press: http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/  
Further information

Children’s Palliative Care in Africa is published by Oxford University Press and funded by The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund. 

See www.theworkcontinues.org.uk  

